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IMPORTANT NEWS about WRTP 
Eric Parker Passes Away Suddenly  

Dear Friends and Colleagues,  

With heavy hearts we regret to inform you, Eric Parker died suddenly on Saturday, August 25. As the 
founding staff person and Executive Director of the Wisconsin Regional Training Partnership, he will be 
sorely missed. We are stunned and saddened by his sudden passing.  

Eric devoted his life and work to making America work better for working people. He worked steadily, 
tirelessly, and selflessly to build the knowledge, relationships and institutions to make such change a 
reality.  

Eric Parker received a PhD in sociology from the University of Wisconsin Madison in 1994. He 
published dozens of articles on innovative economic and workforce strategies to improve the livelihoods 
of working people. His contributions were published in books, journals, and newsletters, and 
consistently argued that labor unions could play a central and progressive role in building the bridge 
from communities into jobs, and helping keep employers competitive.  

But his more concrete work, and living legacy, is the Wisconsin Regional Training Partnership (WRTP), a 
national model of workforce development. The mission of WRTP is to improve the ability of employers to 
recruit, retain, and develop a highly diverse, committed and qualified workforce.  

Under his leadership, WRTP has placed 4,000 community residents into family sustaining jobs, raising 
their average annual earnings by 165% their first year on the job. The twelvemonth employment retention 
rate has always exceeded 70%. From modest beginnings, Eric led the WRTP to an annual budget of some 
$1.8 million from diverse public, private, and foundation sources.  

These numbers are a powerful testament to the quality of Eric's contributions. But beyond these numbers 
are thousands of individuals whose lives Eric's work directly touched. From the 9000 children whose 
parents got good union jobs through the WRTP, to the practitioners throughout the country who were 
inspired by him, to the policy and foundation leaders whose very thinking about workforce development 
strategies were reshaped, Eric's legacy stretches far beyond the boundaries of Milwaukee.  



 

Funeral Arrangements are as follows:  

Visitation is Thursday, August 30th from 4 P.M. – 8 P.M. 
Hays Funeral Home  
4980 N. Milton St.  
Coatesville, Indiana  46121  

Services:  Friday, August, 31st at 1:30 P.M. 
Hays Funeral Home  
4980 N. Milton St.  
Coatesville, Indiana  46121  
765-386-2611  

For more information contact Rhandi Berth directly at 414-573-1918.  

Arrangements for a local memorial service are still pending and once we have those details we will forward 
the information to you.  

In lieu of flowers the family suggests donations to:  

Eric Parker Memorial Fund 
US Bank  
5220 West North Ave. 
Milwaukee, WI  53208  

I have been appointed by the Board of Directors as Interim Executive Director for WRTP.  

Earl Buford WRTP Interim 
Executive Director  

Sadly,  

 


